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How will Total Reader be used?

Total Reader is a low-stakes assessment tool to be used along with any reading program.

It will assist teachers, students, reading coaches and administrators to:

· Accurately determine a student’s Lexile reading level

· Continuously monitor student reading progress over time

· Provide high interest supplemental reading on a student’s individual Lexile level.

· Effectively match readers to text through the use of Lexiles

· Provide student progress reporting to district and state agencies

How does this product work?

· Web-based (anywhere - any time)

· Self administered assessment tool
· Students select what they want to read (high - interest)

· As students read they answer questions and are assessed for comprehension (cloze items)

· Continuous assessment (last 40 answers)

· Data stays associated with a student account if they move between schools
What is the Lexile Framework for Reading?

The Lexile Framework for Reading is a scientific approach to reading and text measurement. The Lexile measure is a reading ability or text difficulty score followed by an "L" (e.g., "850L"). The Lexile scale is a developmental scale for reading ranging from 200L for beginning readers to above 1800L for advanced text. 

How often should a student use Total Reader?




Total Reader is a web based program that can be used in school or at home. Students should spend about one hour per week reading in Total Reader. This is approximately 6 - 8 stories per week. They do not have to read all the stories in one sitting. They can read several stories one day and then return another day. The goal is one hour per week. Struggling readers should probably aim for 2-4 stories per week. Their goal should be quality not quantity.

Total Reader is more than an assessment tool. It provides supplemental reading at a student’s Lexile level so they can practice the skills they are learning. “The more you read, the better you read.”
How does Total Reader measure student Lexile measures?




Students choose and read age-appropriate Lexiled passages, each with a series of omitted words, called cloze items. For each omitted word the student sees four possible substitutions; by clicking a word, the student fills in the text and can continue reading. Once the student has completed 40 cloze items (approximately 8 stories), the student will receive a Lexile measure. Thereafter, their Lexile measure will be updated based on their progress. 
What indicators are there to a student that they have achieved a valid Lexile score?




When a student has read enough passages to obtain a scientifically valid Lexile score they will notice their Lexile score appear below their name in the story reading window. Until the score appears below their name they have a developing Lexile which is not valid yet.
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How can a teacher know that a student has achieved a valid Lexile score?




1. Log into Total Reader as a teacher and click on “Reports” in the gray menu bar on the top. 

2. Click on “Class Report” in the Aggregate Reporting Section

3. To get the most recent data updated, click on the                                       button on the left which is below the Grouping/Sorting Options box. Wait until the page has completely downloaded (it may take 30 sec.) You will see a list of your students inthe classrooms you created in Total Reader.
4. Scroll to the far right - to the last column – “Correct/Total – Cloze Items”

5. You will see a student’s total of correct answers over total answers - i.e. 92/125

6. To have a valid Lexile, the total answers must be at least 40- i.e. 92/125

How do Lexile scores compare with grades?




Total Reader is not designed to compare student scores. It is designed to measure an individual student’s reading level in Lexiles, provide reading materials at their level, monitor their growth and assist in matching readers to text. As their Lexile level increases so does the reading level of the stories in the content folders.
Is the reading level of content appropriate for my student?

The program automatically adjusts and delivers passages to your students according to how they perform on the passages. After the initial 40 items are completed (approximately eight to ten passages), your student will be delivered a Lexile score that is accurate. 

Why are some of my students' passages marked as Not Completed?  

In order to receive a result for a passage, students must fully complete them. This includes answering the question at the very bottom of the passage window that asks "Did you enjoy reading this story?" Students must click yes or no to trigger the scoring mechanism. Another possibility is that your student may have inadvertently timed out of the system. After 30 minutes of inactivity, the system will shut down and the results for that passage will be recorded as Not Completed.
Support -      customersupport@totalreader.com
Training Resources & Tutorials – www.TotalReader-Training.com
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